Kites Class Newsletter
Autumn Term 2 2021
Dear Parents, Guardians and Children
I hope that you have had a great first half term of this academic year. It has
been so lovely to get back into learning and settle into our new classroom with a new group of classmates. Kites is
a small class, but there are such lovely children in Years 5 and 6, it is a joy to spend each day learning and having
fun.
In lessons so far this year, we have written some dilemma stories and newspaper reports in English. I have loved
reading the children’s excellent newspaper reports about the discovery of their own magical trees.
In Geography, we have been learning about the continent of North America, and next term we will develop our
geographical knowledge by learning about the geography of the Mayan civilisation.
In Science, we have been learning about forces, and next half term we are going to continue this learning, by
applying our knowledge to practical situations.
This half term has been full of fun events, including the Harvest Celebration. The children were brilliant: they
rewrote the lyrics to our song and sang and played instruments beautifully.
For the next half term, we are going to be learning even more about the Ancient Maya, looking at their writing
systems, their calendars, and the eventual decline of the Ancient Mayan Civilization, while in English we are going
to be writing some poetry, and continuing to develop our spelling, punctuation and grammar.
The second half of Autumn term is always my favourite time of year: it may be dark in the mornings and the
weather may be getting colder, but we can always come into school and have fun together, and the build up to
Christmas is always very exciting!
We hope you will find this newsletter useful and interesting.
Kind regards
Miss Hinson (Class Teacher), Miss Broomhall (Trainee Teacher) and Miss Grahame (Learning Support Assistant)
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Topic Information
Maths
Year 5

Year 6

Multiplication & Division

Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication & Division

Identify multiples and factors, including finding
all factor pairs of a number, and common
factors of two numbers.

Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole
number using the formal written method of long multiplication.

Know and use the vocabulary of prime
numbers, prime factors and composite (nonprime) numbers.

Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the
formal written method of long division, and interpret remainders as
whole number remainders, fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate
for the context.

Establish whether a number up to 100 is prime
and recall prime numbers up to 19
Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or
two-digit number, using a formal written
method, including long multiplication for twodigit numbers.
Multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing
upon known facts.

Statistics
Solve comparison, sum and difference
problems using information presented in a line
graph
Complete, read and interpret information in
tables, including timetables.

Forces

Science

Applying our forces knowledge to real-life
situations!

Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal
written method of short division where appropriate, interpreting
remainders according to the context.
Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large
numbers.
Identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers.
Use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out
calculations involving the 4 operations.
Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts,
deciding which operations and methods to use and why.
Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division.
Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in the
context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy.

Statistics
Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to
solve problems. Calculate and interpret the mean as an average.

Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because
of the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object.
Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between
moving surfaces.
Recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller
force to have a greater effect.

RE
How is faith expressed in Islam?
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Topic Information
English
In English we will be developing our reading, writing and speaking and listening skills in relation to a variety of text types. This will be through
reading and writing a variety of text types, through in depth discussion of the texts, debates, creative writing, writing newspaper reports, poetry
and much more. The children will continue to develop their spelling, punctuation and grammar in line with the national curriculum.
Reading
En6/2.1a apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud
and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet.
En6/2.2a maintain positive attitudes to reading and an understanding of what they read
En6/2.2b understand what they read
En6/2.2c discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader
En6/2.2f participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and
challenging views courteously
En6/2.2h provide reasoned justifications for their views.
Writing
En6/3.3a Plan their writing
En6/3.3b Draft and write
En6/3.3c Evaluate and edit
En6/3.3d proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
Speaking and Listening
En6/1a listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
En6/1b ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
En6/1c use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
En6/1d articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
En6/1e give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for
expressing feelings.

Geography
Geography of Mayan Civilisation
Understand geographical
similarities and differences
through the study of human and
physical geography of a region of
the United Kingdom and a region
within South America.

History
Mayan Civilization
A non-European society that
provides contrasts with British
history – a study of Mayan
civilization c. AD 900.

Lets Go Shopping

French

Learn all about the different types of shops and the
language used in shops

Listen attentively to spoken language and show
understanding by joining in and responding.
Engage in conversations and speak in
sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases
and basic language structures while developing accurate pronunciation.
Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing.
Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are
introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary.

Henri Rousseau and Mayan art

Art

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit
ideas
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and
sculpture with a range of materials
About great artists, architects and designers in history.
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Information
PE Days
Kites Class will continue to receive specialist PE teaching
from Miss Corke. PE will take place outdoors, wherever
possible. Children will need to wear their PE kit to school every Monday and Thursday. They
will also still need to wear a coat over this.
PE Kit
•

Trainers

•

Socks

•

Shorts / Plain jogging bottoms (Navy or black)

•

Navy Moggerhanger PE T-shirt, or plain white T-shirt/polo shirt

•

Plain sweatshirt/hooded top (Navy or black)

Uniform
On days that the children do not have PE (Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday) the children are
expected to wear their usual school uniform. In Years 5 and 6, this includes;
•

White shirt and Moggerhanger tie

•

Black or grey school trousers or a skirt

•

Black school shoes

•

Black, white or grey socks or tights

•

Moggerhanger jumper or cardigan

Snack
If you would like your child to have a mid-morning snack, o be eaten during playtime, could
you please provide this. We would suggest fruit or cereal bar (please avoid sugary or
chocolatey ones). Please remember NO NUTS due to severe nut allergies.
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Pencil Cases
Pencil Cases

After careful consideration of a number of factors, including social distancing, financial
implications for the school as well as promoting independence for the children, we allow
children in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) to bring in their own pencil case and stationery items if they
wish to. As a school, we will continue to provide stationery to any children who are not able
to, or choose not to, bring in their own items.
We are keen to promote independence and organisational skills from a young age. We
believe that by allowing children to bring in a pencil case, it will support them in becoming
responsible for their own equipment, to take pride in their belongings, and encourage
enthusiasm and love for learning and studying.
These are the items we would suggest are in your child’s pencil case in Key Stage 2 (Years 36):
•

1 or 2 HB pencils

•

Rubber

•

Sharpener, which contains the shavings

•

Glue stick

•

Basic set of colouring pencils

•

1 or 2 highlighters

•

1 dry-erase whiteboard marker

•

Handwriting pen with washable ink – when advised by class teacher

This list is not compulsory, nor is it exhaustive. However, we would ask that only sensible and
inexpensive items are included in the pencil case, and that you do not provide a large, popout style box which has a calculator incorporated. Any items which may cause a distraction
will be returned home. Please ensure every item is clearly named.
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Forest School
Forest School
Kites Class will be having Forest School every Friday. We would ask that you provide a
waterproof outer layer and a pair of wellies to change into. These can either be left in
school on your child’s peg, or brought in to school every Friday.
Forest School Kit

During your child’s allocated Forest School session, they will need a suitable Forest School
kit. Although this is dependent on the season and the activity, we would generally
recommend the following items:
•

Wellies / Outdoor walking boots or shoes

•

Waterproof splash-suit / Waterproof trousers and jacket

•

Warm layers when required

Please note that these items are likely to get dusty, dirty and sometimes wet, so please
ensure they are practical and durable, but not expensive items.
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